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Last November, the Murayama Deidara Festival was held near the mall, and it was a
wonderful opportunity for the ALTs to gather and get involved with enlivening our city.
While our community interactions are typically on a smaller and more personal basis,
the festival is a chance for everyone to come together, appreciate our connections,
and engage in Musashimurayama’ s traditions. One of the most apparent attractions
to us was the festivall s namesake: parade floats of the legendary giant “Deida-
ra-botchi” . It s said that while he was carrying Mt. Jodo, one of his footprints creat-
ed a local well that is still used to this day. While festivals overseas have parade floats
as well, they’ re usually not accompanied by whimsical legends like this, so hearing stories of how the city was
formed in ancient times was new and interesting to us.
We had delicious food from the numerous food stalls, from American comfort food like fried chicken and corn dogs to
Japanese classics like yakisoba and takoyaki. It evoked a feeling of nostalgia for the fried festival food we had be-
fore moving to Japan. To accompany our meals, there was a great variety of events across the venues. There were mu-
sical performances, dancing, an udon eating contest, and some of our students even took part in a fashion show!
Supporting and even participating in these fun activities truly makes this city feel alive and makes us feel welcome in
its community.
We ended the second day with the “shateki” shooting game. The game’ s participants were mostly kids, so it was
quite silly to have ALTs in the mix. In the end, we didn’ t win anything; festival shooting games overseas typically use
a continuous stream of water for ammunition instead of corks, so in this case, it was harder to see where the gun was
aiming. Regardless, the new experience was in itself a valuable prize. We came for fun games and delicious food, and
we left with a deeper understanding and appreciation of this city’ s history and people!
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